
 

Summer Reading 2018 

Character Traits 

 
Character traits describe personality or demonstrate valued aspects of a person’s behavior. 
Character traits are NOT physical descriptions, but focus on how a character acts, treats others, 
and develops throughout the novel.  Character traits are usually strong adjectives such as 
generous, patient, brave, outgoing, timid, intelligent, aggressive, empathetic, etc. 
 
Part I: Textual Evidence 
Identify a protagonist or antagonist in your chosen novel to analyze.  As you read, identify a 
minimum of three character traits to describe him or her.  Record quotes/passages that 
demonstrate these character traits throughout the beginning, middle, and end of the novel.  
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Part II: Literary Essay 
 
Use this graphic organizer/outline to help guide you in writing a two-paragraph essay that 
analyzes one of the three character traits you identified in Part I. When writing your final draft, 
you must add more sentences and detail to make your essay more interesting.  Do not just copy 
the outline word-for-word. The sentence starters are there to help you begin your sentences, but 
you do not have to use them if you do not want to.  
 
Paragraph 1: Introduction 

● Hook or Attention Grabber: 
● Title/author and main idea of the story: (not the plot! Notice the word idea- That means you will 

identify a noun or nouns that tell what the story is about!)                            
Ex. The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper is about   

● Supporting sentences (How is the character you will be writing about interesting?): One 
character that stands out in the story is _____because _______ 

● Thesis statement (What your essay is about. Include one strong characteristic or trait): This 
character can be described as... 

 
Introduction Example:  
(The underlined part of the paragraph is the HOOK. The next bold sentence tells what the story is 
about; the next larger font sentence tells how the character stands out, and the last italicized 
sentence is the THESIS statement) 
 
            Have you ever felt like you were judged by the way you look and dress? The Outsiders  by S.E. 
Hinton is a story about a boy named Ponyboy and his friends who are constantly getting in 
trouble and being judged for being “greasers”. Ponyboy is an interesting character because he is 
different from his friends, but gets caught up in gang conflicts. There are many examples in The Outsiders 
showing Ponyboy to be loyal, brave and sensitive. 
 
Paragraph 2: Body Paragraph (CLAIM, EVIDENCE, ANALYSIS)  
Description: (CLAIM) _____ can be described as ________for many reasons. 
Example (In your own words explain how the character fits that trait) Give SPECIFIC examples from the 
book as to how the character fits that trait 
Quote: (Evidence)On page ______ it says ________ 
Analysis: (This shows that …)   How does the quote connect to the character trait? 
Example: Another example  of how _______ can be described as _______ is _____ 
Quote: On page ____ it says _______ 
Analysis: (Therefore)  How does the quote connect to the character trait? 
Concluding sentence: From these examples, it is clear that ______________________________ 
 
Body Paragraph Example:  Notice the quotes used and notice how the writer EXPLAINS each 
quote and how the quote SUPPORTS his idea that in this instance, Ponyboy is being described as 
being loyal. 

 
Ponyboy can be described as being loyal.  For example, Ponyboy considers Johnny, Dallas, 

Two-bit and Steve to being like family and when it was time for the Socs and the Greasers to fight during 
the rumble, Ponyboy refused to stay home even though he doesn’t really like to fight. On page 133 it 
says, “Right then the most important thing in my life was helping whip the Socs.” This shows that Ponyboy 
will help defend his gang even when it means doing things he doesn’t want to do. Another example is 
when the gang, including Ponyboy, tried to help Dally when he robbed the grocery story. On page 153 it 
says, “’It was Dally. He phoned from a booth. He’s just robbed a grocery store and cops are after 
him.’…We all left in at a dead run…” Therefore, Ponyboy was loyal to Dally even when he committed a 
serious crime. From both these examples, it is clear that Ponyboy is loyal to everyone in his gang. 
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Your Literary Essay 
[WRITE HERE] 
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